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the toxicological comparison with the fluoroquinolones the
PUVA case would, therefore, represent a very extreme ‘worst
case’ scenario.

Despite the strong experimental evidence for the photomuta-
genicity of 8-MOP, no unequivocal indication for an increased
risk of human skin cancer was apparent in a multitude of
epidemilogical studies. Those patients who developed skin
cancer were exposed to large doses of UVA, administered over
many years, and other risk factors also existed (Stern, 1989;
Studniberg and Weller, 1993). In those cases where tumours
developed, the patients had received at least 5 years of
PUVA treatment. On this basis, treatment with fluoroquinolone
antibiotics is not expected to pose an appreciable risk, even
when simple precautions against excessive light exposure are
not taken, in which case the patient will experience repeatedly
the uncomfortable immediate reaction of sunburn. But light-
induced adverse effects will not occur in the first place if
simple precautions are taken during the relatively short periods
of antibiotic therapy with the fluoroquinolones (at most a
few weeks).
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